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授業中にはっきりと聞こえない、または問題
がある場合は、すぐにお知らせください

OK



About this Course

Key principles of good academic writing for journals and beyond (14 July 2022) 

Tricks for writing critically and effectively (21 July 2022) 

Putting ideas and arguments together, textual organization and cohesion (4 August 2022)

To empower you to succeed in academic writing in English for journals
and beyond

Using sources in academic writing, identifying and preventing plagiarism, 
effective paraphrasing and summarizing strategies (to be confirmed)
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 “I do not feel that this paper is of publishable 
quality.”

 “While findings and methods of this paper are very 
interesting and promising, typos and grammatical 
mistakes/clumsy (ぎこちない) wording make it 
difficult to read.”

 “Overall, this is an interesting and topical paper that 
would benefit from some further development to 
provide a more cohesive discussion of the 
methodological and theoretical aspects of the 
work.”

 “Overall, a well-written paper, and I think this 
would make a great contribution to the field.”

Today the Editors/Reviewers might tell you: Tomorrow what would you hope for:



Get ready
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Context 

Content 

Criticality and 
logic 

1. Passive voice misuse
2. Word choice

Excessive expression issues 
and grammatical errors 
throughout the paper 

5. Mixed dialects of English (example-
utilising instead of utilizing)

6. Complex sentences

4. Misspelled words

3. Inappropriate 
colloquialisms (kōgo)

7. Run-on sentences
(No coordinating conjunction)

Interfere with the 
reader’s 

understanding of the 
meaning of the paper

Through my lens as Editor, what would I say is authors’ biggest weakness in written English

8. Non-naturalistic 

BUT
しかし
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Putting ideas and arguments together, textual organization and cohesion 

Textual organization Why it matters Keywords

Description To describe the subject • to show; to delineate
• for example; for instance
• along these lines

Sequence (Junjo) To organize content in a 
systematic sequence to make 
it logical, easier to understand

• after that
• following; followed by

Compare and contrast 
(Hikaku taishō)

To show how two points are 
alike and different

• similar to 
• somewhat different from
• in contrast; whereas
• however; nevertheless; but

Cause and effect To indicate a cause and the 
results that happen follow 
through

• since; because of; due to; be related to 
• as a result; therefore; thus
• on the other hand, conversely
• consequently
• in light of this, in this respect

Problem and solution To indicate a problem and the 
possible solutions to the 
problem

• an issue, a challenge
• therefore
• this led to, to solve

Subject

1st 2nd 3rd

Effect

KCHENG 2022
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Context コンテキスト, Scene シーン, Research gaps – Some examples of phases

Passive voice
 ___ has been extensively studied

 ___ has been widely studied

Active voice
 A large body of research has investigated ___

 Numerous studies have examined ___

 In recent years, an increased interest in ___ has 
emerged

 ___ becomes an emerging (Shinkō) research area in 
the field of ___

 ___ is becoming increasingly recognized 

 “The concept of symptom clusters is becoming 
increasingly recognized as an important platform for 
symptom management for cancer patients.”

Description
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Context コンテキスト, Scene シーン, Research gaps – Some examples of phases

 There is limited research examining ___

 Little is known about ___

 Existing research has focused on ___ but failed to 
examine __

 While there has been a considerable body of 
research on, very few studies attempt to __

 To date, no study has focused on ___

 “… Furthermore, the majority of studies on 
symptom clusters deal with young adults. Little is 
known about symptom clustering in elderly cancer 
patients…”

Compare/Contrast
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Research Methods – Some examples of phases

 The current study employed a mixed methods 
design that involved __

 This was a cross-sectional study that surveyed a __

 For the purpose of this study, __ was defined as__

 For the purpose of this study, __ was measured 
with ___

 Participants completed a questionnaire to elicit

 Participants completed a questionnaire in which 
they self-reported ___

 “This was a cross-sectional study that surveyed a 
cohort of breast cancer survivors who were aged 21 
or above…For those who had expressed interest in 
participation, they were face-to-face recruited for 
the study ...”

Description, Sequence
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Discussion – Some examples of phases

 This study reveals __

 The data provide initial evidence to suggest that __

 Our findings are consistent with previous studies 
showing __

 Congruent with other studies __

 They contrast with the data of ___

 “This study reveals a multitude of symptoms in 
women in the five years post-cancer treatment 
period, with half of them having at least six 
symptoms concurrently. Congruent with other 
studies (Holzner et al., 2001), the symptoms that are 
notably more common in breast cancer survivors are 
...”

Description, 
Compare/Contrast
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Discussion – Some examples of phases

 This discrepancy may be due to ___

 It can be speculated ___

 “Nevertheless, it can be speculated from the data 
presented here that chlorhexidine may play a part in 
reducing …, possibly through plaque control and a 
reduction in the oral microflora...”

Cause/Effect
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Conclusions

 Taken together, the results of this study provide 
support for __

 In light of __, few conclusions can be drawn ___

 In this respect, our results are not generalizable 
beyond the population studied

 As a result, our findings are not generalizable to 
other settings

 “Data related to the safety, efficacy, feasibility, and 
cost effectiveness on reduction of incidence, severity 
and burden of mucositis … in adults should not be 
just generalized to children and young people. ”

Description, 
Problem/SolutionCoordinating 

conjunction



Tomorrow BEGINS today
Looking towards the mountain PEAK

14

Contact me if need be at:
karis-cheng@g.ecc.u-tokyo.ac.jp

Keep reading

Keep writing
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